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V E E R L E  P E E T E R S  I S  A  S O C I O L O G I S T ,

C R I M I N O L O G I S T ,  A N D  H U M A N  C Y B E R - R I S K

E X P E R T  H E L P I N G  O R G A N I S A T I O N S  T U R N

S E C U R I T Y  A W A R E N E S S  I N T O  M E A S U R A B L E

B E H A V I O U R  C H A N G E .  W I T H  N E A R L Y  T W O

D E C A D E S  O F  E X P E R I E N C E  A T  T H E  B I G  F O U R  I N

F R A U D ,  H U M A N  R I S K ,  A N D  C Y B E R S E C U R I T Y ,

S H E  B R I D G E S  T H E  G A P  B E T W E E N  T E C H N I C A L

T E A M S  A N D  R E A L - W O R L D  H U M A N  D E C I S I O N -

M A K I N G ,  M A K I N G  S E C U R I T Y  P R A C T I C A L ,

A C T I O N A B L E ,  A N D  C U L T U R A L L Y  S U S T A I N A B L E .  

V E E R L E ’ S  W O R K  F O C U S E S  O N  T H E  N E W E S T

B A T T L E G R O U N D  I N  C Y B E R S E C U R I T Y :  H U M A N

C O G N I T I O N .  A I - D R I V E N  S Y S T E M S  N O W

P E R S O N A L I S E  M A N I P U L A T I O N  A T  S C A L E ,

E X P L O I T I N G  S T R E S S ,  U R G E N C Y ,  C U R I O S I T Y ,

T R U S T  S I G N A L S ,  A N D  C O G N I T I V E  B I A S E S  I N

W A Y S  T R A D I T I O N A L  T R A I N I N G  C A N ’ T  K E E P  U P

W I T H .  S H E  S H O W S  W H Y  O R G A N I S A T I O N S  F A I L

N O T  B E C A U S E  P E O P L E  D O N ’ T  K N O W  W H A T  T O

D O ,  B U T  B E C A U S E  R E A L  B E H A V I O U R  U N D E R

P R E S S U R E  O F T E N  D I V E R G E S  F R O M  T H E O R Y .  

D R A W I N G  O N  C R I M I N O L O G Y ,  B E H A V I O U R A L

S C I E N C E , A N D  F I E L D  E X P E R I E N C E ,  V E E R L E

H E L P S  O R G A N I S A T I O N S  R E D U C E  H U M A N -

D R I V E N  I N C I D E N T S  T H R O U G H  P S Y C H O L O G I C A L

S A F E T Y ,  S T O R Y T E L L I N G ,  A N D  M I C R O -

D E C I S I O N  F R A M E W O R K S .  S H E  A C T S  A S  A

S T R A T E G I C  A D V I S O R  F O R  O R G A N I S A T I O N S

A I M I N G  T O  B U I L D  S E C U R I T Y  C U L T U R E S  T H A T

R E M A I N  R E S I L I E N T  U N D E R  S T R E S S ,

I M P R O V I N G  I N C I D E N T  R E P O R T I N G ,  R E D U C I N G

R I S K Y  B E H A V I O U R ,  A N D  C R E A T I N G

E N V I R O N M E N T S  W H E R E  E M P L O Y E E S  F E E L

S A F E  T O  S P E A K  U P  A N D  T A K E  O W N E R S H I P .  
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K E Y N O T E S

M O S T  P O P U L A R  K E Y N O T E S

2 0 2 6  A I  A I  A I

A I  I S  N O T  A T T A C K I N G  Y O U R  S Y S T E M S .  I T  I S  A T T A C K I N G

Y O U R  R E F L E X E S .  T H I S  K E Y N O T E  E X P L O R E S  H O W

D E E P F A K E S ,  F R A U D G P T ,  A N D  S H A D O W  A I  E X P L O I T  T H E

C O G N I T I V E  P A T T E R N S  T H A T  M A K E  U S  H U M A N ,  A N D  W H Y

S E C U R I T Y  I N  T H E  A I  E R A  S T A R T S  N O T  W I T H  C O N T R O L  B U T

W I T H  U N D E R S T A N D I N G  H O W  P E O P L E  A C T U A L L Y  M A K E

D E C I S I O N S  U N D E R  P R E S S U R E .
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2 0 2 6  C Y B E R S E C
E U R O P E
R E A L  A T T A C K S ,  R E C O N S T R U C T E D  L I V E  O N  S T A G E

A L O N G S I D E  E T H I C A L  H A C K E R S  A N D  A  T E C H  J O U R N A L I S T .

T H I S  P A N E L  D I S S E C T S  W H Y  S O C I A L  E N G I N E E R I N G  K E E P S

W O R K I N G ,  W H A T  T H E  T A K E O V E R  O F  A N  E N T I R E  C I T Y ' S

C O M M U N I C A T I O N  I N F R A S T R U C T U R E  R E V E A L S  A B O U T

O R G A N I S A T I O N A L  T R U S T ,  A N D  W H A T  B O A R D S  A N D

S E C U R I T Y  T E A M S  N E E D  T O  D O  D I F F E R E N T L Y .

2 0 2 6  C Y B E R N O V A
T H E  H U M A N  A T T A C K  S U R F A C E
M O S T  O R G A N I S A T I O N S  M E A S U R E  S E C U R I T Y  A W A R E N E S S .

A L M O S T  N O N E  M A P  H U M A N  E X P O S U R E .  T H I S  K E Y N O T E

I N T R O D U C E S  A  F R A M E W O R K  F O R  U N D E R S T A N D I N G  H O W  A I

H A S  M A D E  P S Y C H O L O G I C A L  M A N I P U L A T I O N  F A S T E R  A N D

M O R E  P E R S O N A L I S E D ,  A N D  O F F E R S  C O N C R E T E  P R I N C I P L E S

F O R  B U I L D I N G  O R G A N I S A T I O N S  W H E R E  H U M A N  R E S I L I E N C E

I S  D E S I G N E D  I N T O  T H E  S Y S T E M  R A T H E R  T H A N  L E F T  T O

I N D I V I D U A L  W I L L P O W E R .



2026

“ICT PERSONALITY OF THE

YEAR”

TOP 5

TRENDS DATANEWS

2026

“CYBERSECURITY WOMAN OF

THE YEAR”

SHORTLISTED

UNITED CYBERSECURITY ALLIANCE

2022

“ICT WOMAN OF THE YEAR”

FINALIST - TOP 3

TRENDS DATANEWS

2022

“INSPIRING FIFTY ”

NOMINEE

INSPIRING 50 BELGIUM - EQL:HER

M E D I A
A L S O  S E E N  I N

2 0 2 6  H A C K E D
S T R E A M Z
A  D O C U M E N T A R Y  S E R I E S  I N  W H I C H  A  T E A M  O F  E T H I C A L

H A C K E R S ,  A  C Y B E R  E X P E R T ,  A N D  A  T E C H  J O U R N A L I S T  A T T E M P T

T O  B R E A C H  T H E  N E T W O R K S  O F  R E A L  B E L G I A N  O R G A N I S A T I O N S ,

E X P O S I N G  D I G I T A L  V U L N E R A B I L I T I E S  B E F O R E  C R I M I N A L S  D O .  

E A C H  E P I S O D E  C E N T R E S  O N  A  D I F F E R E N T  S E C T O R ,  F R O M  F O O D

P R O D U C T I O N  A N D  L O C A L  G O V E R N M E N T  T O  S M A R T  H O M E S  A N D

E N E R G Y  I N F R A S T R U C T U R E ,  A N D  S H O W S  T H A T  C Y B E R S E C U R I T Y  I S

N O T  J U S T  A  T E C H N I C A L  C H A L L E N G E  B U T  A  C O M B I N A T I O N  O F

S Y S T E M S ,  P R O C E S S E S ,  A N D  H U M A N  B E H A V I O U R .

2 0 2 6  D E  T A F E L  V A N
G E R T
A  P R I M E T I M E  T E L E V I S I O N  C O N V E R S A T I O N  O N  T H E  G R O W I N G  W A V E

O F  P H I S H I N G ,  O N L I N E  F R A U D ,  A N D  D I G I T A L  S C A M M I N G  H I T T I N G

B E L G I A N  C I T I Z E N S .  T H E  E P I S O D E  B R O U G H T  T O G E T H E R  V I C T I M S ,

S E C T O R  E X P E R T S ,  A N D  P O L I C Y M A K E R S  T O  E X A M I N E  W H A T

T E L E C O M  P R O V I D E R S ,  T H E  J U S T I C E  S Y S T E M ,  A N D  G O V E R N M E N T

C A N  D O  B E T T E R ,  A N D  W H A T  I N D I V I D U A L S  C A N  D O  T O D A Y  T O

P R O T E C T  T H E M S E L V E S .

N O M I N A T I O N S
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P U B L I C A T I O N S

R E A D I N G  L I S T

D A T A N E W S  -  1 3 / 0 5 / 2 0 2 6

B E L G I U M  C A N N O T  F I L L  4 , 0 0 0  C Y B E R S E C U R I T Y  V A C A N C I E S ,  A N D  A I  I S
N O T  T H E  S O L U T I O N

A N  A R T I C L E  B A S E D  O N  A N  A G O R I A  S T U D Y  I N T O  B E L G I U M ' S  S T R U C T U R A L

C Y B E R S E C U R I T Y  T A L E N T  S H O R T A G E ,  F E A T U R I N G  V E E R L E  P E E T E R S  O N

W H Y  R E P L A C I N G  J U N I O R  R O L E S  W I T H  A I  C R E A T E S  A  D A N G E R O U S  L O N G -

T E R M  S K I L L S  G A P ,  A N D  W H Y  C Y B E R S E C U R I T Y  A N D  D I G I T A L  E T H I C S  N E E D

T O  E N T E R  E D U C A T I O N  F A R  E A R L I E R  T H A N  T H E Y  D O  T O D A Y .
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DATANEWS - 16/04/2026

AFTER A DATA BREACH, THE REAL ATTACK IS
YET TO COME.

AN OPINION PIECE ARGUING THAT

ORGANISATIONS FOCUS ON THE WRONG

MOMENT WHEN RESPONDING TO A DATA

BREACH. THE BREACH ITSELF IS NOT THE

ENDPOINT BUT THE STARTING POINT, PROVIDING

ATTACKERS WITH THE PERSONAL DATA THEY

NEED TO LAUNCH TARGETED SOCIAL

ENGINEERING ATTACKS AGAINST THE VERY

PEOPLE WHOSE INFORMATION WAS EXPOSED.

KNACK - 08/04/2026

PHISHING VICTIMS ARE NOT NAIVE. THEY ARE
EXPLOITED.

AN OPINION PIECE CHALLENGING THE LANGUAGE

USED BY BANKS AND INSTITUTIONS WHEN

RESPONDING TO PHISHING VICTIMS. THE PIECE

ARGUES THAT CALLING VICTIMS NAIVE IS BOTH

PSYCHOLOGICALLY AND LEGALLY WRONG, AND

THAT PHISHING WORKS NOT BECAUSE PEOPLE

ARE STUPID BUT BECAUSE CRIMINALS HAVE

INVESTED IN UNDERSTANDING EXACTLY HOW

THE HUMAN BRAIN RESPONDS TO URGENCY,

AUTHORITY, AND FEAR. WITH OVER HALF OF

PHISHING VICTIMS REPORTING SHAME

COMPARED TO A QUARTER FOR TRADITIONAL

CRIME, THE LANGUAGE WE USE ACTIVELY

DISCOURAGES REPORTING AT THE MOMENT IT

MATTERS MOST.

HUMO - 26/03/2026

REVIEW HACKED - * * *1/2

HUMO CRITIC FREDERIK DE BACKER AWARDED

3.5 STARS TO HACKED, CALLING IT THE MOST

GRIPPING BELGIAN TELEVISION IN YEARS AND

COMPARING IT TO ICONIC UNDERCOVER

FORMATS LIKE SCHALKSE RUITERS AND BASTA.

THE REVIEW HIGHLIGHTS THAT 60 PERCENT OF

BELGIAN COMPANIES HAVE NO PLAN IN PLACE

FOR THE DAY THEY ARE ATTACKED, AND

PRAISES THE SERIES FOR MAKING

CYBERSECURITY GENUINELY SUSPENSEFUL FOR

A MAINSTREAM AUDIENCE.

DE MORGEN - 13/04/2026

IT WAS ONE BIG PLAYGROUND

AN IN-DEPTH FEATURE ON THE MAKING OF

HACKED, IN WHICH THE TEAM REFLECTS ON

SHUTTING DOWN PRODUCTION AT ORDAL,

TAKING OVER ALL COMMUNICATION CHANNELS

OF THE CITY OF HERENTALS, AND SEIZING

CONTROL OF A SOLAR PANEL PARK. VEERLE

PEETERS ARGUES THAT COMPLETE SECURITY

DOES NOT EXIST, THAT AI IS ACCELERATING

THREATS AT A PACE MOST ORGANISATIONS

ARE NOT PREPARED FOR, AND THAT OPENNESS

AND SHARING EXPERIENCES BETWEEN

COMPANIES IS THE MOST EFFECTIVE WAY TO

RAISE COLLECTIVE RESILIENCE.



“ V E E R L E  W A S  A N  I N C R E D I B L E  P A N E L L I S T  ( D A Y  1 )  A N D

C H A I R P E R S O N  ( D A Y  2 ) ;  W I T H  H E R  E X T E N S I V E

K N O W L E D G E  A N D  E N G A G I N G  P E R S O N A L I T Y ,  S H E

S H A R E D  V A L U A B L E  I N S I G H T S  A N D  L E D  T H E

C O N F E R E N C E  W I T H  A  C O N F I D E N T ,  K N O W L E D G E A B L E ,

A N D  V I B R A N T  T O U C H .  

S H E  W A S  T R U L Y  A  F A N T A S T I C  A S S E T  T O  O U R

S P E A K E R  L I N E  U P ! ”

C Y B E R  L E A D E R S ’  S U M M I T  -  2 0 2 5  -  Q U O T E  B Y  A B I

N I C H O L ,  C L A R I O N  E V E N T S

TESTIMONIALS
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“ I  R E C E N T L Y  H A D  T H E  P L E A S U R E  O F  H O S T I N G  V E E R L E

P E E T E R S  F O R  O U R  W E B I N A R ,  ' T H E  H U M A N  F A C T O R  I N  A I

G O V E R N A N C E :  F R O M  P O L I C Y  T O  P R A C T I C E , '  A N D  S H E  W A S  A N

A B S O L U T E  S T A N D O U T .

S P E A K I N G  T O  A  H I G H - L E V E L  A U D I E N C E  O F  A U D I T ,  R I S K ,

C O M P L I A N C E ,  A N D  I N F O S E C  P R O F E S S I O N A L S  I S  N O  S M A L L

F E A T ,  B U T  V E E R L E  N A V I G A T E D  T H E  C O M P L E X I T I E S  O F  A I  W I T H

E A S E .  W H A T  I M P R E S S E D  U S  M O S T  W A S N ' T  J U S T  H E R

P R E P A R E D  C O N T E N T ,  B U T  A L S O  H E R  A B I L I T Y  T O  J U M P  I N T O

T H E  L I V E  D I S C U S S I O N  A N D  P R O V I D E  D E E P ,  P R A C T I C A L

I N S I G H T S  O N  T H E  F L Y .

O U R  A T T E N D E E S  D E S C R I B E D  T H E  S E S S I O N  A S  ' E X C E L L E N T , '  ' I N S I G H T F U L , '  A N D  ' D E L I V E R E D  B Y  T R U L Y

C O M P E T E N T  I N D I V I D U A L S . '  I F  Y O U  A R E  L O O K I N G  F O R  A  S P E A K E R  W H O  B R I N G S  B O T H  E X P E R T I S E  A N D

E N G A G I N G  E N E R G Y  T O  A  P A N E L  O R  P R E S E N T A T I O N ,  I  C A N N O T  R E C O M M E N D  V E E R L E  H I G H L Y  E N O U G H ! ”

W E B I N A R  “ T H E  H U M A N  F A C T O R  I N  A I  G O V E R N A N C E ”  -  2 0 2 6  -  Q U O T E  B Y  M A R I S S A  P R O C H A S K A ,  S R .  D I G I T A L

E V E N T S  S P E C I A L I S T  A T  O P T R O  ( P R E V I O U S L Y  A U D I T B O A R D )
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